What is claimed is 



# A network system comprising: 



a plurality of terminals interconnected via a network; and 
a controller controlling the terminals via the network; 
at least one of the terminals including an information 
obtaining means for obtain^rrfg information on the other terminals 
therefrom, and a transmitting means for transmitting to the 
controller togetJ*^r with information on the at least one terminal 
the obtained information on the other terminals by the 
information obtaining means. 



2. The network system defined in claim 1, wherein the 
►information on each\of the other terminals includes link 
information for identinying the each terminal on the network. 




3. A network system comprising: y< 

a plurality of terminals interconnected via a network; and 
a controller controlling th^r:erminals via the network; 
at least two of the terminals each including an information 
obtaining means for obtaining information on the other terminals 
therefrom, and a tr admitting means for transmitting to the 
controller together with information on the each terminal the 
information/obtained about the other terminals by the 
information obtaining means; 



><r£onq 



the controller including a selecting means for selecting 
one of the at least two terminals, a requesting means for 
requesting the transmitting means of the terminal selected by 
the selecting means tdtransmit to the controller the information 
on all the interconnected terminals, and a switching means for 
switching fj?6m the selected terminal to the other or another of 
the at l^east two terminals. 



eln 



4 . The. network systeyi defined in claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

an interface interconnecting the at least one terminal and 
the network; 

the controller further including an interface information 
obtaining means for obtaining information on the interface 
therefrom when the^at least one") terminal transmits the 
information on all the terminals to the controller. 



5 . The network system 
controller further includes 
changing the setting or setting 
the information to the contro 



6. The network system 
least one terminal further 
information on all the terminal 



Refined in claim 4, wherein the 
a setting changing means for 
s of the terminal transmitting 
ler, or of the interface. 
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includes 



in claim 1 , wherein the at 
a memory for storing the 



s . 
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y 7 . The network system defined in claim 1 , wherein each 

of the interconnected terminals is a printer or a scanner. 



✓3^ A network system comprisinc 

a plurality of terminals interconnected via a network; and 
a control computer ^pmvtrolling the terminals via the 
network; 

at least on^of the terminals including a controller for 
obtaining information on the other terminals therefrom and 
transmitt^tng the obtained information on the other terminals 
together with information on the at least one terminal to the 
computer. 



9. The netWork system defined in claim 8, wherein the at 
least one terminal further includes a memory for storing the 
information on all Nthe terminals. 

10. The network\system defined in claim 8, wherein each 
of the interconnected terminals is a printer or a scanner. 



A terminal for connecting viara network to a plurality 
of other terminals, the terminal/tfomprising : 

an information obtainijarq means for obtaining information 
on the other terminals tjferefrom; and 

a transmittinq/means for transmitting to the network 




together with information on the terminal the information 
obtained about tl)je^6ther terminals by the information obtaining 
means . 

12. The terminal defined in claim 11, wherein the 
information on each of the other terminals includes link 
information for identifying the each terminal on the network. 

13. The terminal defined in claim 11, further comprising 
a memory for storing the information on the other terminals . 



14. The terminal defined in claim 11, which is a printer 



or a scanner, 



Q~"~^-<15. A process for control lincj/'by means of a controller 
connected to a network a plurality^bf terminals connected to the 
network, the process comprising the steps of: 
selecting one of the^terminals ; 

causing the selecjzed terminal to obtain information on the 
other terminals; anc 

causing the/selected terminal to transmit the obtained 
information on/£he other terminals together with information on 
the selected terminal to the controller. 



16. The process^etef ined in claim 15, wherein the selected 
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terminal is adapted to obtain the irirformation on the other 
terminals therefrom, and trarxsfiiit the obtained information on 
the other terminals toge£tfier with the information on the selected 
terminal to the ccnitroller. 



^7 17. A 



q^X^ / 17 . A recording medium that stores a program f oj>^xecution 
by a controller in a network system including^ plurality of 
terminals interconnected via a network jrf(d controlled by the 
controller via the network, 

at least two of the terminal's being each adapted to obtain 
information on the other terridnals therefrom, and transmit the 
obtained information orr the other terminals together with 
information on the e^ch terminal to the controller, 
the program/including the steps of: 
selecting one of the at least two terminals; and 
requesting the selected termxnal to transmit the 
information on all the terminals to the controller. 



18, The recordingNinedium defined in claim 17, wherein the 
program further includes tl^e step of switching from the selected 
terminal to the other or another of the at least two terminals. 



19. The recording medium Refined in claim 17, wherein the 
network system further includes an interface interconnecting 
each of the at least two terminals\and the network; 
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the program further including the step of obtaining 
information on the interface connected to the selected terminal 
from the interface when the selected terminal transmits the 
information on all the terminals to the controller. 

20. The recording medWm defined in claim 19, wherein the 
program further includes they step of changing the setting or 
settings of the terminal transmitting the information to the 
controller, or of the interface connected to the terminal. 

21 . The recording medium defined in claim 17 , wherein each 
of the terminals is a printer or a scanner. 
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